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accidentally, also gave it his sanction. Now Seward is a
trickster more than a statesman. He has wanted to get an
advantage over Horace Greeley, and when the President
said to Greeley, therefore, that no terms which did not in-
clude the abolition of slavery as one of the conditions
[would be admissible], a string in 'Greeley Js harp was
broken. But how it was to affect the Union and the great
ends of peace seems not to have been considered. The
Cabinet were not consulted, except the two men as named,
one, if not both, uninvited, nor as regarded Jaquess and
Gilmore in their expedition. It will be said that the Pre-
sident does not refuse other conditions, and that he only
said " to whom it may concern" he would make peace with
those conditions, but that he does not refuse different and
modified conditions to others. (It was undoubtedly an
adroit party movement on the part of the President that
rebuked and embarrassed Greeley and defeated a wily in-
trigue.) But, after all, I should, even with this interpreta-
tion, wish the President not to be mixed up with such a
set, and not to have this ambiguity, to say the least. Most
of the world will receive it as a distinct ultimatum.

August 18, Thursday. Mr. Seward brought me this A.M.
a dispatch from Consul Jackson at Halifax, saying the pi-
rate Rebel Tallahassee had arrived at that port. I had on
Sunday morning last, the 14th, sent orders to Commodore
Paulding to immediately dispatch the San Jacinto, then
just arrived at New York and in quarantine, to proceed to
Halifax, anticipating that the pirate craft would go thither
for coal. The Commodore on the same day sent me a dis-
patch that orders had been given the San Jacinto to pro-
ceed to sea, and a second telegram, received that evening,
said she would pass through the Sound. When, therefore, I
to-day got word that the Tallahassee was in Halifax, I
thought the San Jacinto should be there. I immediately
inquired at what time she had sailed, that I might calcu-
late with some certainty. This evening I have a telegram